
 

Warning 

WHILDP! 
Hardly anyone knows this —  

You should have received a 

postcard notifying you and 

it seems no-one has — but  

the planners are envisaging 

possible big developments  

in “East Sleat”, with 

sewerage schemes 

and street-lighting. 

Not just at Kilbeg, 

but anywhere in 

the stretch from 

Armadale to 

Teangue. 

You have until just 

Friday 27 March 

to comment and make 

your opinions known on 

the first and most 

influential stage of the 

West Highlands and Islands 

Local Development Plan revision. Google “WHILDP” 



What is going on? 
On Tuesday 10 March, Tim Stott the Principal Planner with Highland Council addressed the Sleat 

Community Council meeting to explain the process for the five-yearly revision of the Local Plan 

which has now begun.  As he went on, it became clear that this is not a revision like previous 

revisions, with relatively minor adjustments to previous guidelines, mostly allowing a single house 

here and a couple of houses there.  Rather, this time round Highland Council will only be making 

detailed plans in a small number areas where they envisage the possibility of concentrated 

developments, with sewerage works, roads and the inevitable street-lighting.  In Skye, these are 

Portree, Broadford, Kyleakin, Dunvegan, Staffin, all of which already have street-lighting along the 

main road — and “East Sleat”, defined as extending from Armadale to Teangue. 

They have been inviting proposals from developers for sites and proposals for areas to be 

protected.  Their intention is to select from these and produce maps showing some alternatives, 

and ask the public in the Autumn which of the alternatives they prefer. 

The best time to make your views known is now  at this first stage of the process, especially if 

you do not want any concentrated development at all in the area.  But the closing date is Friday 27 

March.
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  It is easier to nip ideas in the bud now, before developers spend time and money making 

plans. 

How do I make my views known? 

The easiest way is via the Internet.
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  If you Google “WHILDP” it will take you straight there and 

you will find an online form into which you can copy and paste your views.  You can preview it as a 

pdf before you start filling it in.  The first part of the form is inviting site proposals from developers 

and looking for suggestions for small patches of land which should be protected from 

development, so you could probably ignore that if you are not a developer.  Or if you think that the 

whole area from Armadale to Teangue should be protected from concentrated development other 

than what has already been agreed at Kilbeg, you could say that. 

Section 4 of the form is where the real opportunity to comment is, if you want the existing 

character of the area preserved: 

  4.2  What do you think are the best, existing assets and characteristics of the area? [...] 

  4.4  How can these assets and characteristics best be safeguarded [...]? 

Arguments against concentrated development 
The following pages list some arguments, but there are lots lots more and you should make your 

own particular views known. 

 

 



  Local housing need 

Houses are constantly being built here and there in Sleat.  The forthcoming development at Kilbeg 

allows for a lot more.  Given both these factors, there should be more than enough to satisfy the 

needs of Sleat itself.  So it is difficult to understand why the planners have put “East Sleat” into their 

areas for detailed consideration.  The Kilbeg development already has outline planning permission and 

needs no further consideration.  Perhaps they have a quota to find places for so many thousand 

houses in the whole WHI area, and thought that they could slip some extra into Sleat on the back of 

the Kilbeg development? 

  Dark Skye 

Dark skies are a major asset to the area, especially now that there are hardly any areas except the 

Highlands left in Western Europe which have properly dark night skies.  They make it a pleasure to live 

here and are increasingly important for tourism.  A particularly dark clear starry night with the Milky 

Way and constellations and planets visible is always a topic of conversation in the area.  The Northern 

Lights have been a delight to generations of Highlanders.  The moonlight glistening on the water of 

Sound of Sleat with the mountains of Knoydart silhouetted in the background is a major feature of east 

Sleat.  From Teangue, the moonlight round Knock Castle on its promontory is particularly striking. 

Dark sky tourism is becoming increasingly important in the tourism agenda, helping to extend tourism 

beyond the summer season.  There are two officially designated Dark Sky sites in east Sleat on the Clan 

Donald Estate and another at Kinloch.  Last October the Clan Donald hosted a major Dark Skye Star 

Party popular education event featuring the Astronomer Royal, speakers from as far as Sark (an official 

Dark Sky Island, as is Coll
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) and with many members of the public coming from afar to attend. 

It is possible to have half a dozen individual houses close together without there being any problem of 

street-lights, but as soon as there is a “scheme” of even four houses, street-lights are erected and the 

dark skies are lost for all the surrounding area even though the people themselves living in the houses 

usually do not want the street-lights and may even hate them.
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             Gaelic college and Gaelic environment 

The Gaelic college Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, which is by far the main employer in the area, depends for its 

existence on being able to provide a Gaelic-speaking environment.  Without that there would be no 

reason for students to come to the college.  Maintaining a Gaelic-speaking environment is a constant 

struggle when surrounded by the most powerful language in the world, but the College has been 

enormously helped over the years by the fact that Sleat is at least a partially Gaelic-speaking area.  The 

College is taking a huge gamble in the Kilbeg development in hoping that it will be able to progress 

without destroying the fragile Gaelic-speaking environment.
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  Gaelic has up until now survived best, 

both in Scotland and Ireland, in dense but dispersed rural communities and has disappeared first in 

concentrated settlements.  If the Kilbeg development is taken gradually and succeeds it could be a 

thriving hub and a beacon of hope to the Gaelic language.  But dropping housing schemes into the 

area within a mile or two of the college could put the project in jeopardy.   Such schemes, dropped by 

insensitive planning into the remaining Irish speaking or Welsh speaking rural communities are 

currently the main threat to these languages’ survival as community languages. 



  Rural environment 

The stretch from Armadale to Teangue is in clear view of Knoydart, famed for its remoteness and wild 

land, and is in clear view of the summits of three Munros including the land owned by the John Muir 

Trust on Ladhar Bheinn. 

The ruin of Knock Castle in Teangue is celebrated in a painting by the famous 19th Century painter 

Horatio McCullogh.  It is frequented by tourists, and likely to be even more so in the future with the 

opening of the tourist distillery at Toravaig.  This is mainly because of the viewpoint it offers, an 

important part of  which is the beautiful sweep of farmland and dense but dispersed community in 

Teangue and Saasaig. 

The townships of Teangue and Saasaig are beautiful, largely unspoiled settlements with sheep and 

lambs and cows in fields, worked by local people who derive their livelihood from farming.  This is rare 

enough in modern Skye, but it is what tourists coming on holiday to Skye expect and want to see, and 

what makes it a so good to live here. 

Other things to comment on 
• Not having received any notification by postcard. 

• The WHILDP site has a document Example Strategic Environmental Site Assessment listing 

every imaginable criterion to use in assessing a possible development — everything except for 

light pollution.  Not once in its 48 pages is the word “light” mentioned. 

What else can I do? 
• Talk to your neighbours and let them know.  Not everyone will have received this leaflet and 

the more people who write in the better. 

• Write to the Skye councillors: Hamish Fraser, John Gordon, Drew Millar, Ian Renwick.
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Who produced this leaflet? 

Kevin Donnelly, 4 Teangue, with suggestions and help from neighbours.  Feel free to contact me, but I have no 

particular expertise.  I am just a very concerned member of the public and resident in Teangue for 22 years. 
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 If you get some initial comments in by then, you should be able to expand on them later, but you should aim to have at least 

initial comments in by 27 March. 
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 If you do not use the Internet, the Council says, “Please phone 01349 886608 for alternative ways of making comments. 

3
 http://www.darkskycoll.co.uk 
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 In theory it would be perfectly possible to have well-designed, extremely subdued lighting which would allow people to move 

about very well without destroying their night vision and have negligible effect on the environment, but there seems to be as 

much chance of getting that as cuckoos in November.  No-one wants the blaze of “well designed” lighting in the car park 

behind the new College building, but the architects claim that it has to be that bright because it is an adopted road and has to 

comply with Highland Council rules. 
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 Ma chrìonas an àrainneachd Ghàidhlig, falbhaidh cuid de na daoine dìleas dìoghrasach a tha ag obair aig aʼ Cholaiste, oir gu tric 

ʼs e an àrainneachd Ghàidhlig a tha gan cumail an seo a dhʼ aindeoin ʼs gum bʼ urrainn dhaibh barrachd airgid a chosnadh 

àiteigin eile.  Bheireadh sin tuilleadh crìonaidh air an àrainneachd Ghàidhlig agus dhʼ Naodadh am bonn tuiteam às an rud gu 

math luath. 
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 For contact details see:  http://www.highland.gov.uk/councillors/specificWard/11/11_eilean_a_cheò 


